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means for the attainment of that end.55 It is true,
of course, that dangers can result from its exercise;
but they are less than the dangers which would
result from its absence. And those who urge that
the difficulty may be avoided by the erection of
constitutions and of fundamental laws forget that
the individual or the institution which carries them
into effect will be in fact sovereign; so that in our
effort to avoid it we attain it.5* It is useless to
object, for instance, that the difficulty has been
evaded in the limited monarchy of England; for,
as he urges, what has been limited in England is
royalty while the king in Parliament still remains
supreme.57 It can do all it desires, and there is no
legal limitation upon its will. He does not deny
that kings may act wrongly; but in that event they
will be subject to the indirect power of the Pope,
who, as the direct representative of God, can
release their subjects from their oath of fidelity.
It is in this case only that there exists a right of
resistance in the subject. Or, rather, it is not a
right of resistance so much as a duty, since it is a
command laid upon them by the most supreme of
powers.58 Nor have the Popes ever misused their
power. If they have fought with sovereigns, with
abstract sovereignty itself they have never con-
**n>id., p. 138-139 (Bk. n, Chap. I).
**n>id., p. 140 (Bk. n, Chap. II).
w Ibid., p. 145 (Bk. H, Chap. HI).
M Ibid., p. 148 (Bk. II, Chap. IV).